


3rd NAWA Project Meeting
And Polymer Mini-Symposium 
Scientific Program and Social Activities
Colorado State University · Fort Collins, Colorado · 6–11 October 2026
Hosted by Prof. Debbie C. Crans (Colorado State University) and Prof. Urszula Komarnicka (University of Wrocław)
Thursday, 8 October 2026
3rd NAWA Project Meeting in: Chemistry B201 and after 3 pm in B102
Virtual attendees: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/23645730575000?p=AbsKknHiNjC29Q8U5Z
OPENING SESSION
8:30 AM	Breakfast
9:00 AM	Opening of the 3rd NAWA Project Meeting
Prof. Debbie C. Crans, Colorado State University
Presentation of CSU, its scientific research, and opportunities for continued and new collaborations. Possible involvement of additional collaborators included in this program (in person or virtual).
9:10 AM	Prof. Urszula Komarnicka, University of Wrocław, Poland
Description of the NAWA project: objectives, completed tasks, compounds synthesized and studies completed so far, and compounds planned for future synthesis and biological investigation.  
9:30 AM	Prof. David Pierce, Mount Marty University, South Dakota. Summary of the 2nd NAWA event and “Rare Diseases”
RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS
9:55 AM	Prof. Urszula Komarnicka, University of Wrocław, Poland
“Organometallic (Fe, Ru, Ir, Os) Phosphine-Based Inducers of Ferroptosis in Drug-Resistant Cancer Cells and Their Applications using Drug Delivery Vehicles”
10:20 AM	MSc Matteo Forner, University of Padova, Italy
“Anticancer Potential of Phosphino Copper(I) Complexes”
10:45 AM	Break
11:00 AM	Ewa Błaszczak, Medical University of Lublin (virtual) – to be confirmed Sept 25
“Biological Studies Relating to Ferroptosis”
11:25 AM	Ana-Clara Bobadilla, Colorado State University
“Neurobiological Pathways of Drug Memories”
11:50 AM	Daria Wojtala, University of Wrocław, Poland / Colorado State University
“From simple alkaloids to potentially anticancer Ir(III) and Ru(II) complexes supported by the magnetic nanoparticles”
12:15 PM	Dr. Eng. Sandra Kozieł, University of Wrocław, Poland
“The Metal Multiverse: From Monometallic to Heteronuclear Complexes in Cancer and Antimicrobial Therapy”
12:40 PM	Lunch Break — Subway sandwiches
AFTERNOON SESSION
2:00 PM (B201)	Elitsa Pavlova, Virtual - Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Bulgaria
“Properties of New TiO₂/CuO/ZnO Nanopowders”
2:25 PM(B201)	Gage D. Geske, Colorado State University
“Inhibition of Phosphatases by Vanadium Compounds”
2:40 PM (B201)	Debbie C. Crans, Colorado State University
“How phosphatases, serum albumin and endogenous reductants can affect the action of vanadium cancer drugs”
2:55 PM 	Break (we move to B102)

3:10 PM(B102)	Prof. Craig McLauchlan, Virtual Illinois State University
	“Crystallographic Studies of Vanadium Coordination Complexes”
3:35 PM(B102) 	 Eric J. Shepard, Colorado State University
	“Is there Interplay Between Structure and Redox Chemistry in Vanadium Species in Solution?”
3:55 PM(B102)	Andrew C. Bates, Colorado State University
	“The Elusive Vanadium (V) Triscatecholate” 
4:15 PM(B102)	BSc Kacper Kardas, University of Wrocław
“Synthesis of Half-Sandwich Ir(III), Ru(II), and Os(II) Compounds with Homopiperazine and homopiperidine”  
4:35 PM(B102)	Monika Lesiów, University of Wrocław, Poland
“Does Presenilin 1 Set the Stage for Early-Onset Alzheimer’s Disease Through Copper-Mediated Oxidative stress” 
5:00 PM(B102)	Yunlong Lu, School of Medicine, Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine, Nanjing, 210023, China
“Targeting Estrogen Receptor and Related Signaling Pathways for the Treatment of Estrogen Receptor Positive Breast Cancer”
5:25 PM	Discussion and Planning of Future Meetings
Moderated by Prof. Debbie C. Crans and Prof. Urszula Komarnicka
(35 min)
Agenda:
–   Student exchange plans and dates
–   Preview of the future course in Poland
–   ERC grant ideas and upcoming deadlines
–   Future collaborative activities and project development
–   Artificial Intelligence Workshop (Aaron Vanasse)
6:00 PM	Closing and Adjournment
7:00 PM	NAWA Dinner at Young’s Café
Friday, 9 October 2026
Polymer & Drug-Delivery Mini-Symposium and Pre-3rd NAWA Project Meeting
Location: Chemistry B201
Virtual attendees: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/281256806363336?p=qR3urqc2a2FpEfKHYx
MORNING SESSION — OPENING
8:00 AM	Breakfast
8:30 AM	Opening of the mini-polymer symposium
Prof. Debbie C. Crans, Colorado State University
Presentation of the schedule for the polymer and drug-delivery mini-symposium, and the 3rd NAWA meeting Presentations.
(10  min)
8:40 AM	Prof. Urszula Bazylińska, Wroclaw University of Science and Technology, Poland
“New Applications of Hybrid Nanocarriers in Drug Delivery” 
POLYMER GROUP PRESENTATIONS
9:15 AM	Aristotelis Zografos, Colorado State University — representing the Chen Group
“From Sequence to Structure: Lewis Pair Polymerization for Control of Polymer Architecture and Morphology”
9:40 AM	Woosung Choi, Colorado State University — representing the Miyake Group
“Closed-Loop Recyclable Polymers with Various Functionality via Acceptorless Dehydrogenative Polymerization.”
10:05 AM	Break
10:15 AM	Zach Zimmerman Colorado State University — Representing the Hill Group
“Polymer-Enabled Frustrated Lewis Pairs”
10:35 AM	Andrea Baer, Colorado State University — Polymer Club President
“Counterintuitive Compatibilization of Poly(δ-valerolactone) and Poly(l-lactic acid) by Statistical Copolymers”
10:55 AM	Ally Cunningham, Colorado State University – Polymer Club Affiliate
“Altering the Photophysics and Catalytic Performance of Phenoxazine Photocatalysts Through Polymethacrylate Supports”
11:15 AM	Drew Schlink, Colorado State University
“Synthesis and Characterization of the Isoprenoid Alcohol to form MK-3 (III-H2)”
11:35 AM	Katarzyna Gajewska, University of Wrocław
“Electrochemical Studies of Half-Sandwich Ir(III), Ru(II) and Os(II) Compounds with Azepane and Homopiperazine-Based Phosphines”	
12:00 PM	Lunch Break — pizza
AFTERNOON SESSION
1:10 PM	Andrii Shyichuk, University of Wrocław, Poland
“Excited states and multiconfigurational character of an oxidovanadium Schiff base complex bearing a monosubstituted catechol ligand”
1:30 PM	Christopher J. Chang, Colorado State University
“Covalent Bonding in 6-Coordinate Oxidovanadium Complexes”
1:50 PM	Samuel Stephenson, Colorado State University
“Noninnocent Oxovanadium Schiff Base Catecholate Complexes for Studies in Glioblastoma”
2:05 PM	Prof. A. Ronnie Banerjee, Colorado State University
“Nanoformulations as psychotherapeutic couriers”
2:30 PM	Adam R. Miller, Colorado State University
“Carbon Dots — Drug Delivery Vehicles for Unconventional Therapeutics”
2:50 PM	Break

3:00 PM	Tiffini Lovell, Colorado State University
“Investigating Psychedelics in Mouse Models of Substance Use Disorder”
3:20 PM	Ethan Cummins, Colorado State University
	“Concentration Dependent Synthesis of N-CNP’s from Citric Acid and Ethylenediamine”
3:35 PM	Piper Gustafson, Colorado State University
“Comparison of AgNPs and CNPs for Diabetic Applications” 
3:50 PM	Alexander J. Lott, Colorado State University
“Using C. elegans as a living whole-organism sensor for the high throughput screening of multifunctional bionanoprobes.”
4:10 PM 	Close of Meeting — Debbie Crans - Depart for Horsetooth Reservoir

5:00 -7:00 PM	Picnic Dinner at Horsetooth Reservoir
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